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THOUGHTS ON THE FIRST AFRICAN WORLD CUP:
FOOTBALL, REPRESENTATION AND EXCLUSION

Chris BOLSMANN-

In the closing ceremony of the first African Wor€up at
Soccer City in Johannesburg, Colombian pop sindwekita sang
the official song of the tournament, the bland ancthmercial, yet
highly catchy tune of « Waka-Waka (This time forridh) ».
Originally written by Cameroonian band Golden Saund the
1980s, Shakira added English and Spanish lyrics exuthimed
« This is Africa [and] We are all Africans [and] Vdee all Africa »
(Howden, 2010). The irony was not lost when theyoffrican
contribution in performing the song was a Southicsin band
called Freshlyground adding backing harmonies. fliisé African
football World Cup held in South Africa between dune and 11
July 2010 was one full of contradictions. On the diland the South
African organisers delivered a « world-class » tpde for an
audience of billions against the backdrop of abjeaterty and
extreme levels of inequality. On the other hand YMerld Cup
projected a media-friendly, sanitised version of &irica
acceptable to a global audience. The event furttighlighted
notions of inclusion and exclusion within South i8& more
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broadly. This paper reflects on my experiences ssc#logist but
also as a passionate South African football fan.

In this context, the awarding of tiF~A World Cup to South
Africa on 15 May 2004, a decade after Nelson Maadelcame the
first democratically elected president is signifitaln 2004, the
Sowetana leading mass daily newspaper in South Afriem|ated
that winning the 2010 bid would mean « endorsing ®outh
African miracle created in 1994 » and that «oursmes
tantalisingly close to a true African bid... the bfitsewill not only
spill over into the poorest parts of our country.ur meighbours
will also reap the benefits s5¢wetan 2004a). In addition, it wrote
that FIFA « has an opportunity to restore the faith of tharleis
poor in the principles of global governance and anrsolidarity ».
In the aftermath of the decisioR|FA president Sepp Blatter said
that « being a multi-cultural and multi-racial coyn it is a
dignified representative of Africa for the organisa of the World
Cup » Sowetan 2004b). TheSowetan’'s(2004c) editorial wrote
that the decision was a « vote of confidence inathiéity of South
Africans in particular, and Africans in generalWithin a short
period of time South Africa went from a global @dri state
excluded from events such as the World Cup to doéing) of the
international community in which she would host fhist African
World Cup.

Members ofFIFA numbering more than the United Nations
interested in hosting a World Cup tournament submit
comprehensive bid books outlying a range of pland hosting
agreements in an attempt to secure the right tothesournament.
In addition, Governments of the respective memlegies provide
guarantees toFIFA that include stadium construction and
infrastructural development amongst others. The ks are
important in that they set the stage for the fomd aontent of the
potential tournament and provide important finahgaarantees.
When considering South Africa’s 2006 (South Africarowly lost
to Germany for the right to host this World Cup)da2010 bid
books submitted toFIFA, a Pan-Africanist rhetoric is clearly
evident. The theme of « Africa’s Call » runs thrbagt the 2006
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submission. In Nelson Mandela’s letter in the 2@0é book, it
states « Africa’s time has come ». The 2010 bidkboses a
fluttering South African flag to box the four padéthe bid. Each
of the separate bid documents are graced with tascive young
black women dressed in a football related motihvétheader strap
that referred to « Africa’s Stage ». Rather thanpleying the
African motifs of wild animals and their attributas was the case
in the 2006, the 2010 bid book employed images ofing
attractive people from a cross section of ethnaugs. The official
emblem and poster of the 2010 tournament are diktin
Pan-Africanist. The emblem depicts a figure resémgbé rock art
painting against a brightly coloured African coetit and the
poster a man’s head at the top of the African cemti heading a
ball. Moreover, the catch phrase for the 2010 W@l is « ke
nako [it's time in Sesotho]. Celebrate Africa’s hamity ». A range
of themes are evident in the bid books of 2006 201D.

The organising committees for the 2006 and 2010peégns
emphasized the following themes: a Pan-Africanisttaric and
imagery; a discourse of development and modertfity,country as
a young and stable democracy; possessing infrastaicand
human capacities; low risk in terms of insurance do having
hosted previous tournaments and a financially seoytion; and
finally South Africa had «world-class » stadiumsyith
« excellent » transport, « advanced accommodatimactare »;
information technology and a « mature » media (Balsn and
Brewster, 2009). Alegi (2001) notes that the oliyest for the 2006
bid were to increase the international exposurth@fcountry, have
a positive impact on the domestic tourist industnyd evoke
national unity. The 2010 tournament representedogeq at the
national level and globally market « Brand Southicsf ». Finally,
Cornelissen and Swart (2006) note the predominaatufes in
South Africa’s bids for sports mega-events are thiavelopmental
goals closely linked to an African revival. This svim the context
of Thabo Mbeki's « African Renaissance » in whichimage of a
modern and confident Africa would be projected b& tworld
(Cornelissen, 2007). At an intellectual level, tiasting of the first
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African World Cup in South Africa provides a rangéthemes,
issues and points of discussion to consider. Atetinetional level
of an ordinary fan, the first African World Cup che understood
from a different set of underpinnings.

As a football fan, the tournament represented ttimate in
any football fans’ dreams and imaginations: watghjour country
play and host the World Cup. As a 10 year oldsteled to the
1982 World Cup on shortwave radio; four years ldtevatched
very brief and delayed highlights from Mexico onuBo African
television. In 1990 and 1994, | watched live tetem broadcast
from Italy and the United States respectively. Bmuth African
national team qualified for the 1998 and 2002 evamnid | was able
to watch via live television broadcasts, my counpigy in the
finals. The team failed to qualify for the secoraumd in both
tournaments. We did not qualify for the 2006 tomneat, so 2010
was a blessing in that we automatically qualified heosts. The
National Soccer League commissioned the buildin§adcer City
which was completed in 1989 on land obtained frbm dpartheid
government and funds from the First National BarkiR) and
South African Breweries amongst otheENB was formed after
sanctions busting British bank Barclays was conegetb sell its
South African stake. Soccer City also known asRR8 Stadium
became the largest football ground in South Africa.February
1990, | was part of the 100 000 people who hadegathin the
stadium to welcome Nelson Mandela, released froimoprtwo
days earlier, after 27 years of incarceration. Tyears later, |
witnessed the South African national team, recemhdmitted into
international football play its second internatibneatch and draw
with Cameroon in the same venue. The highlight pfmany visits
to this stadium was the final of the African Cup Métions in
February 1996 when South Africa defeated Tunisiabégome
African champions for the first and only time. SeccCity
underwent significant renovations in the build apghe 2010 World
Cup. The stadium became the centre piece of thddW@up in
hosting the opening and closing ceremonies. Onriegtethe
stadium on the ™ of June 2010 | was struck by the incredible
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transformation of this historic venue. The originatadium
unprotected from the Johannesburg sun was now cecvato a
calabash like cauldron. This remarkable transfoionaof this
stadium in addition to a further four that were rgatpd and five
built from scratch cost the South African governinam estimated
€1.3 billion. | was able to watch games in six loé ten stadiums
during the tournament and particularly in Soccdy ©ne felt as if
one could be in any of the world’s mega-stadiumscelinside the
strictly controlled perimeters of the stadiums omas able to
consume and buy offici@lIFA products and this included Adidas,
Coca-Cola, Budweiser and hot-dogs amongst othewdifional
South African football matches are characteriseddogens of
informal traders who sell food to the football gpipublic at the
entrances to stadiums. This was not the case dthg010 event.
A handful of such traders were permitted B\fA to sell their
traditional South African foods but &FA regulated prices, with
FIFA accredited tags on display well away from ¢éimérances to the
stadiums. Prices outside and inside stadiums had &ignificantly
increased making this football experience an exgerme.

FIFA set tickets prices for South Africans at a stgrfinice of
€15. Moreover, initial ticket sales were conductedine meaning
applicants had to have access to fast internetemtioms and credit
card facilities. Football fans from other Africartates had to
compete with fans from the United States, Germa&mgnce, and
Japan amongst others to secure tickets to gameket$i were
eventually sold over the counter to prospectivet®dfrican fans
however the prices remained out of reach of theoritgjof the
football going public in South Africa. Cash registeperators,
security guards and hospitality workers employedtemporary
contracts for the duration of the event at stadiunese paid
approximately €1.50 per hour. A 10 hour shift wobktely cover
the cost of admission into the stadiums. Sport iik@st aspects of
life in South Africa has been racially segregated &ept apart
prior to 1994 and this has meant football was seesn a
predominantly black sport and rugby and cricketehbgen seen as
white sports (see Booth, 1998). This is of coursecrade
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simplification as there is ample evidence that shavhites played
and supported South African football teams in thme way black
South Africans played and supported rugby and etitkams and
continue to do so. However, since the late 1970xfepsional
football matches in South Africa have been prinyaattended by
black fans. The 2010 World Cup was different. Ov¥&0 000
international visitors arrived in South Africa dugi the tournament
including 130 000 from African states. In additiaa foreign
visitors in stadiums South African minority grouggsuch as white
and Indians made up significant sections of thevdsowatching
the games. The traditional South African footballipublic was
priced out of the event and excluded (Calland, baidnd Whaley,
2010). Despite the overwhelmingly positive presgorts in the
mainstream South African press during the tournapssme social
commentators, analysts and journalists were ablg@ase more
critical and pressing questions in relation to ligpe and euphoria
generated (see Alegi, 2007; Cornellisen, 2010; Desd Vahed
2010 and Ngonyama, 2010). Craig Tanner's documgntar
Fahrenheit 2010¢ritiqued the use of state resources in preparatio
for the World Cup was not aired on public or comeredrtelevision
in South Africa. The three broadcasters in SoutficAfrefused to
air the documentary. The South African Broadcas@uagporation
(SABC) stated ‘our job is obviously to promote tverld Cup and
fighting anything that can be perceived as negavaot in our
interest’ while e.tv suggested it was « not suéafdr a South
African audience » (Moyo, 2010: 56).

As far as the game was concerned, despite hopesrbkaof
the six African participants (Algeria, Cameroon, &@h, Ivory
Coast, Nigeria and South Africa) would do well lire tfirst African
World Cup, Ghana was the African only side thatlifjed for the
second round. South Africa despite beating the 18@8ld Cup
winners France, in their final group game were elated, the first
for a host of such a tournament. Ghana was crikelbcked out of
the tournament on penalties. This was after thegsed a last
minute penalty awarded for a deliberate hand ballUbuguayan
forward Luis Suarez. Suarez and Uruguay were pa@ttan the
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local media as having robbed Africa of its first MdoCup semi-
finalist. The support for Ghana in particular sawe tlocal press
refer to them as BaGhana BaGhana in referenceithkeame for
South Africa’s football team Bafana Bafana. Thiswnéound
loyalty and allegiance to the West African teanfascinating in as
much as significant numbers of white South Africdonned
Ghanaian football shirts and wrapped themselveifags while a
few went as far as painting their faces black! Tlobannesburg
daily newspapefhe Starexclaimed that Ghana « should do it for
Africa ». After their elimination, the Ghanaian teavas bussed
through South Africa’s largest township, Sowetothwéignificant
numbers of South Africans lining the streets tolapg their new
heroes. This pan-Africanism was significant as otlo year
earlier, in May 2008, 62 African migrants and refag were killed
in xenophobic violence that spread across Soutlt#fiThese were
not the first xenophobic attacks in post-aparth8muth Africa
however they were the most widespread and intenselate.
Rumours of renewed violence against foreigners agpras the
tournament drew to a close. South African presidemob Zuma
publically declared that there was no danger of opdiobic
violence reigniting despite the fact that secupigrsonnel were
deployed to potential hot spots. | wonder whethanynfootball
fans using trains from Johannesburg’s Park Statiorihe day of
the final noticed the significant numbers of Mozarab and
Zimbabweans leaving the city and country as a putéma? The
South African organisers ensured the police andriggmersonnel
were out in full force for the duration of the toament.
Designated Fan Fest and Fan Walks meant Southaffievere
able to use public spaces in ways unimaginable poithe kick-off
of the event. Middle class South Africans marvebé¢dhe ability to
walk through parts of South Africa’s cities suchGepe Town and
Johannesburg in ways they had never done in the iasy were
able to use public transport for the first time timeir lives.
Spectators were bussed to and from stadiums arelatde to catch
trains previously considered dangerous and onhd use South
Africa’s black working class.
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The final brought the month long tournament to ad.eThe
football had not been particularly good althoughhstournaments
often are poor in football terms. Nelson Mandel& waen wheeled
out with his wife Graca Machel on a golf cart befdhe game.
South Africa had successfully pulled off the Wo@dip spectacle
without any serious incident as predicted it wolddthe case in the
six years leading up to the event. Prior to the siiathe tournament
on 11 June 2010ime Magazineexclaimed that football in South
Africa has been a « ... political statement [andliecgessful World
Cup would be another one » (Perry, 2010: 88). WHhilee
Economist (2010) reported that South African president Jacob
Zuma said 2010 was the most important year sinee fitst
democratic elections held in the country in 199%e Times
(London) noted before the opening match betweerthSédrica
and Mexico that « the country hopes that the W@igh will signal
the arrival of modern South Africa — a brash, yqudgveloping
nation » (Clayton, 2010: 53) and that « so muchideg on this
World Cup, if it goes well, chorus business lead#rs potential of
a continent might start to be unlocked...The potérta further
problems is massive » (Barclay, 2010: 4). Whileeditorial in the
same newspaper stated that « the football World iSufhe new
South Africa’s coming of age... a successful Worldp@uill make
it a beacon for the entire continentthé Times2010a: 2). Despite
reservations and concerns of a number of commenstatithin
South African and abroad, the South African orgensisvere able
to put a truly memorable and virtually incidenteré/orld Cup.

After the final on 11 July 2010, Makhundu Sefar@1@: 14)
writing in the Sunday Independerfiohannesburg) went as far as
too exclaim that the tournament had been « Africareudest
moment ». After the culmination of the tournamemtevin
McCallun (2010: 1) writing inThe Starexclaimed that the event
represented a ‘coming of age for South Africa, ¥arg old and
now the darling of the planet. It was Africa shagtiout for a
chance... it was a grand World Cup, a fantastic taoment — it was
Africa’s coming of age’. Danny Jordaan, chief ongans of the
South African tournament suggested South Africa kadossed a
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huge psychological barrier » (Naidu and Philip, @01). South
African president Jacob Zuma, who had attended mbeu of
matches during the tournament including the opeming closing
ceremonies, remarked that « we have been ablectw gte world
that we have what it takes to compete with the s¢dbhwa, 2010:
4). Finally, FIFA president Sepp Blatter claimedAfkica has
proven that it can organize a World Cup [and] tleecpption that
people outside of this continent had about Afriges lthanged »
(Ntloko, 2010: 20). For FIFA, the first African Wdr Cup
represented a shrewd business decision as televisind
broadcasting rights alone had been sold for USB#lidn, 30% up
from the 2006 event (Naidoo, Makwabe and Ferrgied,0: 1). In
Britain, The Timeg2010b: 2) noted in an editorial that « the World
Cup has been a triumph for South Africa...has so&end its
problems to deliver one of the slickest tournamentsecord. More
importantly, Africa’s first World Cup has generatedwave of
national confidence ». While th&inancial Times (2010: 12)
suggested « The World Cup has essentially giverthSAfrica a
chance to reintroduce itself to the rest of theldveor

South Africa was different during the event with
overwhelming numbers of residents wearing the brigilow of
the host team. Cars were donned with South Afritags of all
sorts and indeed after their elimination flags d¢fies countries
appeared on cars. Schools were shut for a five svpekiod and
South Africans embraced the World Cup and eachrdthevays |
never imagined possible. The 1994 election and explent
inauguration of Nelson Mandela as president wagrafieant mile
stone in the history of the country. The sportingrbphs of the
South African rugby and football teams in 1995 ah#8l96
respectively were significant too in terms of nattauilding. The
World Cup inserted South Africans into the globamenunity
albeit temporarily while the legacies of the evard less tangible.
Depending on sources the costs of the tournamecitidimg
infrastructural investment such as road, rail andpoat
improvements range between €4 and €6 billion, atjhomany of
these infrastructural developments are of littledf@ to the poor
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and marginalised of South Africa. This in a midadieeme country
in which unemployment is estimated by some to bleigls as 40%.
The feel-good factor, nation building and pan-Adricsm generated
during the event are short lived. Many of the stadi will be
underutilised in the future and local authoritief have to bear the
costs of stadiums that will always make losses.

As a football fan the tournament was wonderful bfedt part
of something very special and unique, however sac#logist the
contradictions remain as stark as ever, the fifscan World Cup
was a sanitised and Disneyfied spectacle for glahdllocal elites,
it was an event of inclusion and exclusion. SoutticAn journalist
Niren Tolsi (2010: 12) noted that a world classreweas delivered
but this was «focused in and around stadiums, tébevision
audiences and the elite who have visited our shdres fans to
players ». More soberly, Richard Calland (2010: pAvides an
assessment of the tournament as a «First Worldw sho
superimposed upon a putrid, demeaning Third Wagldakor ».
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Summary

This paper provides a brief reflection of the fitddtican World Cup held

in South Africa in June and July 2010. The auttpens several weeks in
the country attending matches and reflecting onfirés World Cup as a
sociologist and a football fan. He argues that deshe successful hosting
of the World Cup, the event was marked by inclusiod exclusion.

Key-words: Football World Cup, South Africa, pan-Africanism,
representation, exclusion.

Résumé

Réflexions sur la premiére coupe du monde de fdotha le
continent africain : football, représentation etlazion

Cet article propose une bréve réflexion sur la pgeencoupe du monde de
football organisée par I'Afrique du sud en juinjetlet 2010. L'auteur a
passé plusieurs semaines dans le pays a assistenadchs et revient sur
I'événement a la fois en sociologue et en fan debfal. 1l suggére que
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bien que I'accueil de la Coupe du Monde ait étéustés, I'événement a
été marqué par des processus d’inclusion mais etldson.

Mots-clefs: Coupe du Monde de foot-ball, Afrique du Sud, pan-
africanisme, representation, exclusion.
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